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THE UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA - DEPARTMENT OF MUSIC 
 
DATE:  Spring 2007          SYLLABUS
COURSE NUMBER: Mus 302:  2 credits  COURSE TITLE:   Instrumental Conducting 
CLASS TIME: MWF 10:10 – 11:00 




 The purpose of this course is for each student to develop the professional skills of 
 instrumental conducting. 
2. Objectives
  A. Students will develop musical communication skills by the use of gestures 
   and non-verbal means.   (beat patterns, baton technique, cueing,   
   subdivisions, fermatas and releases, and shaping of musical thoughts) 
  B. Students will develop rehearsal and performance knowledge of the full  
   score.  (transposition, terminology, tempo, instrumentation, etc.) 
  C. Students will develop rehearsal skills, which are designed to diagnose and  
   correct ensemble problems. 
  D. Students will learn how to organize and execute an ensemble rehearsal 
and    performance. 
3. Procedure
 The class will function as an ensemble, and each student will conduct assignments  
 approximately once each week, or as frequently as possible as the assignments become  
 longer.  Visual reinforcement will be accomplished through videotape. 
4. Attendance Policy
The nature of the course makes attendance a necessity.  Punctuality is vital.  Absences 
will be detrimental to the student’s progress and grade. 
5. Determination of Grade 
 Participation and daily work  50% 
 Quizzes    10% 
 Mid-term conducting exam  10% (Fermata round) 
 Final conducting exam  20% (with University Concert Band) 
 Notebook (critics/RT/Handouts) 10% (You are to keep a log of rehearsal techniques 
you observe in your daily rehearsals – from now on you should be thinking like a 
conductor in all your rehearsals.  Think of rehearsal techniques you would like to use.) 
6. Textbook and/or supplies 
 A. Hunsberger, The Art of Conducting, Alfred Knopf 
 B. Battisti & Garofalo, Guide to Score Study, Meredith Music 
 C. Baton (Morgenroth) 
 D. New Video-tape 
 
Academic Misconduct and the Student Conduct Code 
All Students must practice academic honesty.   Academic misconduct is subject to an academic 
penalty by the course instructor and/or disciplinary sanctions by the University.  All students 
need to be familiar with the Student Conduct Code.  The code is available for review online at 
www.umt.ed/SA/VPSA/Index.cfm/page/1321 
